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spent over $50 billion on the war in Afghani-
stan. According to the Congressional Budget 
Office, ending the wars could save $1.4 tril-
lion. 

The President’s announcement that he will 
begin removing surge troops does not reflect 
a significant policy change in Afghanistan. Re-
moving the 30,000 surge troops from Afghani-
stan over the next year and a half only means 
that by the end of next year, we will be exactly 
where we were before the surge in December 
of 2009. Roughly 100,000 American soldiers 
will remain in Afghanistan to fight a war that 
I have serious reservations about. 

I urge President Obama to reconsider his 
Afghanistan policy and commit to a meaningful 
drawdown of our troops. 
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IN OPPOSITION TO THE MCCOLLUM 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the amendment offered by the gentlelady from 
Minnesota, Ms. MCCOLLUM. 

The amendment would prohibit the Depart-
ment of Defense from advancing their recruit-
ment and retention goals through various ath-
letic sponsorships. 

At a time when our forces are undertaking 
operations in multiple theaters, I think it is 
wise that this body not end the very success-
ful platform used by the Department of De-
fense to recruit men and women into their 
ranks. 

Contrary to popular belief, sponsorships 
also go far beyond driver appearances, com-
mercials and decals on race cars. In fact, the 
National Guard’s Sponsorship of the Panther 
Racing IndyCar team has not only been suc-
cessful in recruitment efforts, but it also has 
been successful in technology sharing. 

J.R. Hildebrand, who drives the National 
Guard Indy car, wears ear sensors that meas-
ure the G-forces he experiences during a 
crash. That information is very useful for neu-
rosurgeons who treat soldiers suffering from 
Traumatic Brain Injury, often the result of 
roadside bomb attacks. 

Understanding the nature and effects of 
Traumatic Brain Injury advances the ways in 
which we protect and treat our fighting men 
and women, and those same sensors worn by 
J.R. Hildebrand will soon be deployed to our 
soldiers downrange. 

These athletic sponsorships are great re-
cruitment and marketing tools, and they also 
help improve the lives and care of our service 
men and women. I urge my colleagues to op-
pose the McCollum Amendment. 

HONORING TERRY DRESSLER 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 7, 2011 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Terry Dressler, recently retired 
after 33 years of public service devoted to pro-
tecting the air quality along the Central Coast 
of California. 

Terry has had a distinguished career in his 
field, beginning his work with air pollution con-
trol in Ventura in 1978. He then worked in San 
Luis Obispo for almost eight years before 
coming to serve the Santa Barbara community 
for more than twenty three years, most re-
cently serving for the last seven years as the 
Air Pollution Control Officer for the Santa Bar-
bara County Air Pollution Control District 
(APCD). 

As a result of the work of Terry and his 
team, the County of Santa Barbara has im-
proved its air quality through attainment of fed-
eral standards and has made major progress 
towards meeting state standards. Terry has ef-
fectively instituted and enforced programs that 
reduce stationary, marine shipping, and mobile 
source emissions while raising community 
awareness of air quality issues. Additionally, 
he was instrumental in the creation of the Dis-
trict Community Advisory Council and has 
worked with its members on state and federal 
clean air strategy. These initiatives have en-
hanced the agency’s reputation for excellence 
in local and statewide communities. 

My staff and I have worked closely with 
Terry in his efforts to lead the district towards 
its clean air mission and I have seen firsthand 
the great progress and improved air quality 
standards instituted by Terry and the APCD. 
His strong leadership and knowledge have di-
rectly, and positively, influenced the health of 
the residents of the County of Santa Barbara. 

Terry is recognized as a dedicated public 
servant who has devoted his career to pro-
tecting the health and safety of the citizens of 
the County of Santa Barbara and the State of 
California. Terry’s accomplishments in the field 
of air quality and his charismatic presence 
have left a lasting impact on his colleagues, 
staff, and community members, and we can all 
breathe a little easier as a result of his out-
standing efforts. I am pleased to commend 
Terry for his commitment to excellence in the 
field of air quality, and I wish him a happy re-
tirement surfing the Central Coast. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO LINDA S. 
MULLER 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 7, 2011 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and salute Linda S. Muller, who is 
marking her 20th Anniversary as President 
and Chief Executive Officer of The Greater 
Hudson Valley Family Health Center. Under 
Linda’s diligent and tireless leadership, The 
Greater Hudson Valley Family Health Center 
has grown from a small facility located in the 
basement of St. Luke’s Hospital serving 4,000 
patients each year to a greatly expanded and 

modern health center providing comprehen-
sive primary and preventive health care to 
more than 18,000 patients annually in the City 
of Newburgh and the surrounding towns in 
eastern Orange County. As a result of Linda’s 
tremendous commitment and passion for uni-
versal health care, many thousands of medi-
cally underserved families and individuals in 
our region receive the highest quality of care 
from the dedicated physicians and staff at The 
Greater Hudson Valley Family Health Center. 

In addition to overseeing the historic expan-
sion of the health center’s physical facilities, 
including the recent construction of a state-of- 
the-art new facility in the City of Newburgh, 
Linda has devoted a great deal of energy to 
increasing the services offered to our local 
community. The obstetrical health program de-
veloped by Linda in 2005 has now assisted 
more than 3,000 women in delivering healthy 
babies, many of whom now continue to re-
ceive health care at the health center. Linda 
also has responded to the urgent medical 
needs of our local community. This included 
creating programs to improve chronic health 
care management for diabetics and those with 
cardiovascular disease and initiating a model 
treatment program for people in our commu-
nity living with HIV. Similarly, when it ap-
peared that urgently needed treatment for 
people with substance abuse and chemical 
dependency problems might be lost to the City 
of Newburgh, Linda stepped in and created 
The Center for Recovery, which has now sup-
ported more than 800 patients in making a 
transition into healthy lifestyles free from drugs 
and alcohol. 

Linda has led The Greater Hudson Valley 
Family Health Center through her strong dedi-
cation to the premise that health care is a right 
and not a privilege. She has imparted to every 
one of the more than 200 employees who 
work at the health center the importance of 
fulfilling the center’s mission to provide high- 
quality, affordable, and easily accessible 
health care to everyone in our community, re-
gardless of their status or ability to pay for 
care. Linda and her husband Charles will also 
celebrate another anniversary this summer, 
celebrating 40 years of marriage. They have 
three wonderful children, Jonathan, Chris-
topher, and Jessica and three beautiful grand-
children, each brought into this world by one 
of the health center’s extraordinary obstetri-
cians. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGIA 
CARAWAY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 7, 2011 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor a very special constituent of the 26th 
District of Texas, Georgia Caraway. After 13 
years of service as the Executive Director of 
the Denton County Museums, Mrs. Caraway 
will retire later this month. 

As Executive Director, Mrs. Caraway’s pro-
fessionalism and dedication has greatly im-
pacted her community; she has spent her ca-
reer striving to preserve Denton County’s his-
tory through projects such as the Courthouse- 
on-the-Square Museum and the establishment 
of Denton County’s Historical Park. Mrs. Cara-
way believes her greatest accomplishment 
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